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1 )E Responsive to communication(s) filed on 27 August 2001 
2am This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) U8 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) 6:8 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed.- 

6) 13 Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) U Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 13 Claim(s) IS are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: «)□ accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held In abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a) 
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If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 
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1 . Applicant's election with traverse of Group I, claims 1-5 in Paper No. 9 is 
acknowledged. The traversal Is on the ground(s) that there would be greater uniformity 
of prosecution, an overall time savings, and it would not be an undue burden for the 
claims to be examiner together. This is not found persuasive because if the article 
claims are found allowable, process claims including all of the limitations of the article 
claims would be allowed, resulting in uniform, time saving prosecution, and prior to the 
identification of allowable claims, there would be a considerable additional search 
burden on the examiner were the restriction withdrawn. 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 

2. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. The phrase "ultrahigh orienting alumina hydrate" Is 
not an art recognized, nor is it defined in the instant specification. Consequently, the 
metes and bounds of what is covered by the claims cannot be accurately detennined. It 
is also unclear what values are contemplated for "high orienting ability." 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-5 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

4. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 



Application/Control Number: 09/401 ,659 Page 
Art Unit: 1774 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action Is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Pamela R. Schwartz whose telephone number is 703- 
308-2424. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Cynthia Kelly, can be reached on (703) 308-0449. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
703-872-9310. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number Is 703-308- 
0661. 



PRSchwartz 
November 16, 2001 




